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Introduction  
This report provides up-to-date data and analysis on the situation of human rights in 

Kurdistan of Iran from January 1, 2020 until April 27, 2021, prepared for the attention 

of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran, UN agencies, 

media, governments and public attention. This report specifically addresses the 

following topics:  

 

I. Executions; 

II. Political Prisoners;  

III. Extra-Judicial Executions of Kolbaran or Border Couriers; 

IV. Landmines Incidents.  

 

 
 

I. Executions  
According to the data collected by the Kurdistan Human Rights-Geneva (KMMK-G) 

from January 1st to April 27th, 2021 at least 17 Kurdish prisoners have been 

executed. Eight (8) of them were executed for murder, six (6) for drug related 

offenses, two (2) Mr. Bahman Uqabi (form Islamabad, 35 years old, arrested in 2019) 

died under torture in Kermanshah Dizelabad prison on 15th January 2021 and Mr. 

Mehrdad Taleshi ( from Diwandareh, 21 years old, arrested in 2021) was reported 

killed under torture in Tehran Avin infamous prison on 1st January 2021. Mr. Shahab 

Darunparwar, another Kurdish prisoner from Islamabad (35 years old) was killed in a 

suspicious manner in Dizelabad Kermanshah prison on 21st March 2021.  According 

to our data. at least, 74 prisoners are reported executed in Iran since January 1st, 2021.  

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
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The KMMK-G has been able to identify the ethnicity of 16 Balochis, 17 Kurds and 5 

Ahwazi-Arabs, see graphic number 2. 

 

Amon the Balochis, three (3) were executed for political opinion and belief, eight (8) 

for drug offenses, one (1) for robbery, four (4) for murder. Among the Ahwazi-Arabs, 

one (1) for moharebeh and the other four (4) for Political and security related charges. 

The KMMK-G was not able to identify the ethnicity of the 36 other prisoners 

executed in Iran during this period, see graphic number 1. 

 

Graphic N° 1. 

 
 

Graphic N° 2. 

 
 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
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II. Political Prisoners 
Similar to previous years, the share of Kurdish political imprisonment remains 

dramatically high in the first quarter of 2021 (until April 10th, 2021). According to 

on-the-ground findings of KMMK-G, Kurdish political prisoners represent almost 

half of the total number of political prisoners in the country.1 2 

 

According to KMMK-G’s collected data, 164 Kurdish citizens were arrested from 

January 1 till April 10th, 2021. Thirty-four (34) of them were sentenced to long years 

of imprisonment. Twenty-two (22) of them were charged with the crime of 

cooperation and membership of Kurdish political parties, eight (8) charged with 

actions against public and for propaganda against the regime order by participating in 

protests, three (3) for belief and opinion, see graphic number 3. 

 

In the beginning of the year 2021, in a wave of arbitrary arrests, incommunicado 

detention, and enforced disappearances by the Iranian authorities, targeting scores of 

people from Iran’s disadvantaged Kurdish minority, over one hundred Kurdish civil 

society activists, including labour rights activists, environmentalists, writers, 

university students and formerly imprisoned political activists as well as individuals 

with no known history of activism, have been arrested by the intelligence unit of 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards or ministry of intelligence agents, at times in a violent 

manner. 3 

 

In another wave of mass arrests of Kurdish civil society activists, over 60 individuals 

were arrested in February and March 2021. 

 

By April 10th, 2021, at least 34 of the detainees were sentenced to imprisonment from 

3 months to 26 long years of imprisonment. Graphic N° 3. 

                                                 
1United for Iran’s Prisoners’ Atlas: < https://ipa.united4iran.org/en/prisoner/> (English)  

Note: United for Iran’s database reports on 954 cases of Kurdish citizens currently 

imprisoned. 
2 KMMK-G’s June 2017report : <http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-

report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-

iran/> (English) 
3 https://kmmk-ge.org/urgent-international-action-needed-to-secure-release-of-kurdish-activists-and-
others-arbitrarily-detained-in-iran/ 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
http://www.kmmk-ge.org/2017/06/07/bi-annual-summary-report-for-the-attention-of-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-for-iran/
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Evidently, the Kurdish community remains one of the most suppressed groups in the 

country, with individuals being persecuted, arrested and in many cases sentenced to 

death penalty due to their alleged activism. 

 

III. Extra-Judicial Executions of Kolbaran (border couriers or tradesmen) 
 

KMMK-G has received reports of extra-judicial executions of 14 border couriers 

known as Kolbar from January 1 till April 27th, 2021 with another 46 were injured by 

direct shootings of Iranian border officials. Fourteen (14) others died due to reasons 

such as snow fall, falling from mountains, sunken into rivers and cold. Eleven (11) 

others were injured from falling from mountains and two from security forces’ 

beatings, see graphic number 4. 

 

Two (2) of the victims Mr. Hassan Kachanloo and Bahram Samadi (from Chalderan) 

were killed by Turkish border security forces in Chalderna border between Iranain 

and Turkish Kurdistan on 15 April 2021. Another Kurdish kolbar known as Mr. 

Burhan Selîmani son of Tayub (23 years old) from Wermê (Urumiyeh) was arrested 

by Turkish border forces, tortured, beaten and killed on 13th of March 2021. The 

photos showing his tortured dead-body went viral on social media and provoked an 

outrage among the Kurdish community both in Iran, Turkey and in Iraq. 

 

This brings the total incidents reported regarding shootings and discriminate killings 

of Kolbaran to 88 during the time period of discussion.  

 

Moreover, many kolbaran (tradesmen) were arrested and their goods were confiscated 

by the authorities thus far in 2021. In addition, hundreds of horses belonging to 

Kurdish Kolbaran were also shot dead.  

 

 

 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/


    

 6 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/ 

info@kmmk-ge.org 

 

Graphic N° 4. 

 
 

Due to high rates of unemployment, and land contamination caused by landmines and 

explosive remnants of the Iran-Iraq war that hamper seriously the daily life of 

civilians particularly the farmers, the nomads, the shepherds and traders, the Kurdish 

youth and farmers from four Kurdish provinces of Kermanshah, Kurdistan, Ilam and 

Wermê (West Azerbaijan) engage in carrying commodities, such as tea, tobacco and 

fuel to earn a living.   

 

I. Landmine Incidents  
Various international bodies and entities such as the Working Group on the Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR) on Iran (2010) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

(January 2016) have made observations and recommendations, urging the Islamic 

Republic to clear its territory of landmines and all the remnants of the Iran-Iraq war 

(1980-1988). Nevertheless, despite international and domestic efforts, the Islamic 

Republic refuses to cooperate with international NGOs and entities, and to ratify the 

Ottawa Mine Ban Treaty.  

 

It is also important to note that according to Iranian official statistics, during to eight 

years-long Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988), more than 20 million landmines have been 

planted in Iranian Kurdistan and Khuzestan province that hamper seriously the daily 

life of civilians particularly the farmers, the nomads, the shepherds and traders. 

Essentially, an area of about 4 million and 200 thousand hectares is contaminated by 

mines and explosive materials.  

 

The Iranian Kurdistan is the most affected area by landmines and undetonated 

ammunitions. The reason for this was armed conflict of 1980-1993 between 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
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government forces and Kurdish combatants. Reportedly, the Iranian Army planted 

unknown number of mines around their barracks and compounds in many villages 

and cities in Kurdistan. 

 

According to KMMK-G’s data, during the first quarter of 2021, 4 Kurdish civilians 

were killed and 12 others were wounded due to landmines expositions and 

unexploded remnants of the Iran-Iraq war, which back in 1988, see graphic number 5. 

 

Among this year’s victims, Payam Rostami, was only 14 years old, from Mehran, 

Kermanshah.  

 

Graphic N° 5. 

 
 

 

About KMMK-G 
The Kurdistan Human Rights - Geneva (KMMK-G) was established in 2006 to 

promote democracy, respect for human rights, and social development in and beyond 

Iranian Kurdistan. KMMK-G strives to serve as a bridge between the Kurdish and 

Iranian civil society on the one hand and the United Nations agencies and 

International institutions on the other. Since its inception, KMMK-G has actively 

participated in every session of the UN Human Rights Council and other relevant UN 

human rights mechanisms, including the Forum on Minority Issues. Over the years, 

the Association has frequently submitted reports on human rights situation in Iran’s 

Kurdistan to various UN treaty bodies and in various UN Committees’ meetings. 

KMMK-G has regular media outreach to Kurdish and Persian media and sponsors 

cultural events for the Kurdish community in Europe. 

 

http://www.kmmk-ge.org/
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As a part of its advocacy efforts, KMMK-G is hosting regularly panels and seminars 

in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and as well as at the Swiss and EU 

Parliaments to promote the rights of ethnic groups in Iran. Recently, the group 

partnered with Geneva Graduate University and Impact Iran to organize a workshop 

on the rights of Iran’s ethnic groups and also a panel at Human Rights Council with 

the participation of the UN Special Rapporteur for Iran and Madam Shirin Ebadi the 

Peace Nobel Laureate. 

 

KMMK-G prepares annual human rights in Kurdistan of Iran reports, and provides 

detailed annexes of data collected to the office of the Special Rapporteur on the 

situation of human rights in Iran, as well as other relevant entities along with its 

annual reports. Click here for its www.kmmk-ge.org . 
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